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Kant’s critical writings on moral philosophy contain a striking number of examples of a particular type of decision: a fundamentally good person finds themselves in an exceptional situation in which their moral orientation is dramatically put to the test. They are confronted with especially weighty and previously unforeseen incentives to deviate from their established moral principles.
In this talk, I argue that the structure of these examples is of central importance for Kant. It highlights a core aspect of his understanding of moral decision-making over time: even someone who has made the right fundamental moral commitment and thus possesses a good disposition has not thereby decided once and for all against revising this stance in the face of radically new circumstances. Human moral life is therefore marked by a fundamental openness: we are never immune to unforeseen exceptional situations that compel us to make hard moral decisions.

