What is Apperception? A Metaphysical Approach

In this talk, I will approach Kant's analysis of the human mind from the perspective of the German rationalist tradition, which, in analogy to the physical sciences, models the human mind as a power (Wolff) or a collection of interacting powers (Crusius). I suggest that Kant, like his contemporaries, held a specific form of powerful capacitism, i.e. the metaphysical view that the human mind is a power or collection of powers that brings about cognitive products such as representations, intuitions, judgments, inferences. Acts of cognition are manifestations of these powers. Apperception is certainly the most enigmatic, but central, component of Kant's own theory of the mind. I explore the contribution of powerful capacitism to disentangling the puzzle of apperception and the Kantian transcendental self.
